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First Steps to School Readiness was created in 

1999 by the South Carolina General Assembly 
for the purpose of having every child in South 
Carolina arrive at kindergarten ready to learn. 
Sadly, many South Carolina children possess one 
or more risk factors that put them at high risk 
(more than 1 in 3 chance) for “early school fail-
ure” – either being retained or scoring below 
grade level in reading or math – by third grade. 

First Steps exists to bring together efforts in 
early childhood at the state and local level, pub-
lic and private, to focus and intensify services 
and assure the most efficient use of all available 
resources to serve the needs of South Carolina’s 
young children and their families.  
 
First Steps works to accomplish its mission 
through a state coordinating office and a net-
work of county partnerships (46), that provide 
services in six major areas impacting school 
readiness: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Charleston County First Steps  

6296 Rivers Ave., Suite 308 

North Charleston, SC 29406 

 

Phone: (843) 745-0237 

Fax: (843) 745-0895 

 

 

Find Us online: 
 

www.charlestonfirststeps.org  

 

Serving Charleston County Children, Families,  

and Early Child Care Professionals 

 

CHARLESTON COUNTY FIRST STEPS  

Is a non-profit county partnership of  

South Carolina First Steps  

to School Readiness 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

 

Healthy Start 

 

 

Family Strengthening 

 

 

Early Intervention 

 

 

Quality Childcare 

 

 

Early Education 

 

 

School Transition 

 

H e l p i n g  p r e p a r e   

your  chi ld  

t o  r e a ch  s ch o o l   

hea lthy  &  ready  t o  

LEARN  

S T A R T   
  E A R L Y  



 O U R  P R O G R A M S  

Engaging Families 

Through Literacy  

CCFS partners with a national literacy organiza-
tion, Raising A Reader, to offer an evidence 
based early literacy and parent engagement pro-
gram that works to improve the reading readiness 
skills of young children.  
 
The program’s mission is to engage caregivers in 
a routine of book sharing with their children to 
foster healthy brain development, healthy rela-
tionships, a love of reading, and the language and 
literacy skills critical for school success.  

 
O U R  P R O G R A M S  

Early Head Start 

Child Care Partnership 

The Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership (EHS
-CCP) program is a federally funded grant that works 
to provide Early Head Start services to private child 
development centers by creating stable, long-term, high 
quality childcare for children ages 0-36 months and 
working families with vouchers.    
 

 Our Program Offers: 
 

 High Quality Early Education 

 Individualized Teaching 

 Family Support Services 

 Interactive Music Program 

 Parent Education 

 Health & Mental Health Services  

For infants, toddlers and preschoolers, the quality 
of care they receive is crucial to their healthy devel-
opment and eventual readiness for school. First 
Steps offers the resources that are commonly avail-
able to publicly-funded early childhood programs, 
such as educational materials, on-site professional 
development, and other support to affiliated child 
development centers.  

First Steps’ Child Care Quality Enhancement 
(QE) produces measurable improvements in the 
quality of care provided to young children. Each 
child in our affiliated centers receives FREE indi-
vidual developmental assessments. Participating 
child care providers are selected through a competi-
tive process that requires a strong level of commit-
ment to QE. 

 

Child Care Training & Development 

Our efforts to improve the quality of child care includes 
affordable, high quality training to meet the needs of 
the local child care workforce. We offer these services 
for FREE.  

First Steps-sponsored training is certified through the 
SC Center for Child Care Career Development and in-
cludes topics in the areas of nutrition, health & safe-
ty, curriculum, child growth & development, child 
guidance, professional development and program 
administration. Best practices taught in trainings re-
ceive follow-up support in the classroom by certified 
Technical Assistants.  All Center staff receive additional 
training and development at Directors Forums. 

The Parents as Teachers model and the Early 
Head Start Home-based Option model (a collabora-

tion with the Charleston County School District),  are both 
evidence-based early childhood home visitation 
frameworks that focus on families with children pre-
natal through 3 years old.  Home visits are conduct-
ed weekly by certified Parent Educators and are de-
signed to meet the needs of low income families.  
 

 Program Components: 
 

 Personal Visits 

 Group Connections 

 Health & Development 
Screenings 

 

Parents As Teachers 

Home Visitation Model 

 Resource & Referral 
Network 

 Parent/Child  
Assessments 

| All of Charleston County First Steps programs 
provide a one-stop shop for high quality child care 

wrap around services | 

Charleston First Steps Partners 

Carousel Early Childcare Center  

New Israel Child Development Center  

Nia Infant & Toddler Child Development Center 

Johns Island Early Childhood Christian Academy 

Foster’s Child Development Center  

Adams Run Children Academy 

Harvest Pointe Child Development Center 

Discovery School 

Footprints To Higher Learning 

Child Care Quality Enhancement 


